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Silver Level: 
Peter Albrecht, Gary and Karen Bartig, Christopher Boone,

Barry Brooks, Laura Cooper, Robert & Marilyn Dodd,
Doug Duncan, Craig Evans, Jennifer Faulkner, Mark Fisher,

Jim Franczyk, Darrell Fuhr, Tom Furrer, Dale Gruber,
Tom Gustafson, Michael Hildebrandt, Amy Houle, Mark Johnson, 

Loren Laugtug, Douglas Lohman, Richard Luckeroth
Bob Lundeen, Rudy Marti, Brin Petersen, Michael Roe,
Tom and Cathy Schaefer, Penelope Scialla, Carl Solander, 

Anthony Stachnik, Jane West, John Wilcox

Bronze Level:
Rod & Barb Anderson, Daryll & Mary Arntson, Vaughn Asselstine, 

Kermit Bischoff, Kenneth Bloch, Jane Conger, Hal Davis, 
Tom Draughon, Gary Dunny, Mary DuShane, Thomas Eckstein, 

Matt Edwards, Ed Emery, Leon Evans, Nathan Fjeld, 
Mary Ellen Fox, Penny Hillemann, David Hougen-Eitzman, 
Christine Hultman, Ann Iijima, Jim Johnson, Chris Juettner, 

Ryan Julien, Wil Kelley, Debbie Koehn, Jimmy Lally, 
Russel Lane, Thomas Leach, Bill Lindroos, Marianne Ludwig, 

Margaret Mackaman, Marcie Mayer, Mark Mayer, Geraldine (Geri) 
McLennan, Mary & Bob McSorley, Corey Mohan, Bradley Munster-

teiger, 
James Natwick, Rusty and Audrey Nelson, Dennis O’Brien,

Dennis Okerstrom, Susan & Don Pope, Dick & Jeanne Reierson, 
Larry & Connie Rew, Marty Schirber, Brett & Kathy Smith, 
Howell Smith, Jim Stadin, James Storm, David Therkelsen, 
Marian Thompson, Ross Vaughan, Christopher Walchuk, 

Tim & Deborah Wankel, Bonnie Warner, Lucy Weberling, 
Susan Wichmann, Carole Wilson, Jeff Wood

Platium Level:
Phillip Nusbaum, Barb Shommer

Gold Level:
Doug Chasar, Harlan Jones, Tom Sullivan, David Tousley
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From the President Become a Member
The Minnesota Bluegrass & Old-Time Music Association is 

open to everyone. Our members include people who love to listen 
to music and people who love to make music. As a member, you’ll 
be invited to participate in bluegrass and old-time music events 
and celebrations. You’ll receive discounted prices on admission 
to events and merchandise, and you’ll receive a subscription to 
Minnesota Bluegrass magazine.

Becoming a member of MBOTMA is easy and affordable. 
Your membership will not only nurture your own interests, 
but will help to ensure that the bluegrass and old-time music  
tradition is sustained and grows in Minnesota.

Individual 
$35

Includes Minnesota Bluegrass, events dis-
counts for one person, and a free classified 
ad.

Family 
$50

Includes Minnesota Bluegrass, events 
discounts and a free classified ad.

Band 
$75

Includes Minnesota Bluegrass, advance 
booking information for MBOTMA 
events, a free classified ad, and listings in 
the MBOTMA member band directory in 
print and on our website.

Bronze Level 
$100

Includes Minnesota Bluegrass, first-class 
postage, events discounts, and a free clas-
sified ad.

Silver Level 
$150

Includes Minnesota Bluegrass, first-class 
postage, events discounts, and a free clas-
sified ad.

Gold  Level
$500

Includes Minnesota Bluegrass, first-class 
postage, events discounts, a free classified 
ad, and more.

Platinum Level
$1000

Includes Minnesota Bluegrass, first-class 
postage, events discounts, a free classified 
ad, and more.

Add $18 for First Class or foreign postage to individual, 
family or band membership.

Go to minnesotabluegrass.org 
and select the Membership tab to join online 

or download a membership form.
Call 601-651-3694 for details 

or if you would like to join by phone.

Funding for Minnesota Bluegrass is provided in part by a grant 
from the Minnesota 
State Arts Board, 
through an appropri-
ation by the Minne-
sota State Legisla-
ture, a grant from the 
National Endowment 
for the Arts, and 
private donors
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From the President - Cont. on Pg 4

I am still glowing from Winter Weekend! It was great to see the 
lobby alive with jams and conversations that seemed to keep going 
all weekend. I enjoyed seeing many favorite MBOTMA bands and 
a great headliner show with Art Stevenson & High Water opening 
for Nick Dumas & Branchline. I couldn’t make it to the headliner 
old-time concert, but I was blown away Saturday evening hearing 
Andrew Small and Ashlee Watkins playing with some of our top 
local talent in a corner of the Fireside Lounge. 

At the ticket table both Friday and Saturday, I got to say hello 
to many of you. Arrivals kept up a steady pace, and the festival 
likely exceeded revenue expectations. Fantastic news! On top of 
strong ticket sales, the attractive and beautifully displayed mer-
chandise sold very well. I loved the option to pick out a knit cap, 
choose a coordinating MBOTMA patch, and pick up the complet-
ed hat at the merch table a couple of hours later. 

Many, many thanks to Winter Weekend Chair Jana Metge, 
as well as the entire Winter Weekend Committee, Merchandise 
Coordinator Kristina Hess, and the large team of additional vol-
unteers who helped the weekend run smoothly in so many ways. 
Note the word “additional” – these are all volunteers, doing so 
much to meticulously plan and execute a wonderful weekend for 
us all. We couldn’t do it without them, and if you haven’t yet volun-
teered at an MBOTMA event, we hope you’ll jump in this year. It’s 
fun, satisfying, and truly essential to the organization’s success.

And thanks again to the High 48s and Chris Silver for so ca-
pably leading the Grass Seeds Academy, our program for young 
musicians, which I’m so proud of. Please spread the word about 
this outstanding opportunity to the families of young musicians 
you may know. 

The board has appointed Ross Vaughan to fill our final vacant 
board seat through the end of 2023. Ross has served on the board 
previously and brings a huge amount of MBOTMA experience 
and other expertise to the board. Welcome, Ross!

As I write, we are in the midst of interviews for our Office 
Manager position. We have several strong candidates, and I am 
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Contribute to 
Minnesota Bluegrass 

Magazine
Write a story about your favorite 

Festival or Jam 

Or How you came to the music.

From the President - 
continued from page 3

Minnesota Bluegrass
 Website:

www.minnesotabluegrass.org

Info and news about our events

Buy tickets online, Donate, History

Complete Calendar of MBOTMA Events

Magazine: 
Members can download/read 

current and past issues

Links to Member Bands

Minnesota Bluegrass Calendar of Events
Concerts and events presented or supported by 
the Minnesota Bluegrass & Old-Time Music Association

The following events are presented or supported in part by the Minnesota Bluegrass & Old-Time Music Association 
and made possible in part by the voters of Minnesota through a Minnesota State Arts Board Operating Support grant, 
thanks to a legislative appropriation from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.

Complete Info/Tickets at: www.minnesotabluegrass.org
Your MBOTMA Board of Directors is working hard, constantly monitoring the events around Covid-19. They will make appropriate decisions 
about canceling events, given the situation at the time, and will notify membership via the website and email, when those decisions are made.

Save MBOTMA postage 
Read Minnesota Bluegrass 

via PDF
 

If you are already a member and want to receive 
Minnesota Bluegrass in electronic form instead 
of by postal mail, the link will be emailed to you 
directly before it is available to the general pub-
lic. If you want only the digital copy or you have 
problems opening the file, please contact: info@
minnesotabluegrass.org. Or, log into the website 
and change that preference yourself.

June 2-4, 2023 - Friday-Sunday
Kickoff Jam

El Rancho Mañana, Richmond, MN
Supported by The MN Bluegrass & Old-Time Music Assn

August 10-13, 2023 - Thursday-Sunday
Minnesota Bluegrass

August Festival
El Rancho Mañana, Richmond, MN

Presented by The MN Bluegrass & Old-Time Music Assn

excited about the skills, experience, and fresh energy the person we 
hire will bring to MBOTMA. 

It sure has been a “long cold lonely – and SNOWY – winter.” 
But spring is upon us, and the Kickoff Jam at El Rancho Mañana is 
just a couple of months away: June 2-4. Here comes the sun! 

-Penny
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June 2-4, 2023
El Rancho Mañana Campground and Riding Stables, 

Richmond, MN

A Camping and Jamming Weekend

Mark Your Calendars
Tickets and camping will be 

handled by El Rancho Mañana
320-597-2740

Kickoff Jam

Supported by the 
Minnesota Bluegrass & Old-Time Music Association
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How long have you been part of 
MBOTMA and what brought you into 
the organization?

About 20 years. I am friends with 
Benji and Bea Flaming. I began attending 
the August festival the year that the stage 
was completed in 2002.

What current volunteer roles do you 
have with MBOTMA?

August festival raffle coordinator, 
Winter Weekend Europa room stage 
manager.

Why are you a MBOTMA volun-
teer?

For the friendships and helping oth-
ers.

Do you have a fun story about being 
a volunteer?

I loved getting to know and working 
with the late Tom Schommer. What a guy! 
I miss the “Old Fart.”

Do you have a favorite festival or ac-

Volunteer Spotlight:  Bob Bayers
tivity at a festival?

The August festival.
What occupation did you have or do 

you have now?
I was owner of a neighborhood retail 

hardware store for 45 years.
What are some of your hobbies and 

interests?
I volunteer as a music and memory 

ambassador. We provide a personalized 
playlist of music on a MP3 player for peo-
ple who have Alzheimer’s.

How has being a volunteer impacted 
you?

I have met and worked with a wide 
range of good people.

What would you tell a new MBOT-
MA member/volunteer?

Become an active member of MBOT-
MA and volunteer. You will get more out 
it, the more you volunteer.

STILLWATER, MN - 3RD WEEK IN JUNE

DISCOVER • LEARN • PLAY

FIDDLE PAL CAMP
Hosted by 

Brian Wicklund and American Fiddle Method

F i d d le ,  c e l lo ,  v i o la ,  mandol in ,  

gu i tar  and  ba s s  c la s s e s

beginners to advanced

WORLD CLASS TEACHERS
For more information email 
fiddlepalcamp@gmail.com
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Jam Camp
August 8-10, 2023
by Martha Galep

Maybe you caught the Grass Seeds 
recitals on Sunday at the Winter Blue-
grass Weekend in March and thought, 
"Why do the kids get all the fun?" May-
be your significant other is addicted to 
playing bluegrass and your denial period 
is over - you need to learn to pick! What-
ever your  motivation, the 2023 Bluegrass 
Instructional Camp hosted by MBOTMA 
has a spot for you to become a better play-
er on your instrument and improve your 
singing as well.

If there is "something about a train 
that begs a song," then there is "some-
thing" about our staff instructors, Mon-
roe Crossing, (MCX at SXSW?) that begs 
learning. This ensemble has taught many 
successful camps for MBOTMA over 
the years and brings decades of experi-
ence, skill, patience and fun to the pro-
gram. We are excited to have them back. 
Students age 12 and over should plan to 
spend Tuesday evening through Thurs-
day evening of the festival week attending 
the various sessions and re-writing their 
planned "how I spent my summer vaca-
tion" essay.  No joke, this camp can be 
life changing and must be experienced to 
be fully appreciated. Only true bluegrass 
fans can assemble for 2.5 days of classes, 
breakouts, demonstrations, discussions, 
jam sessions, stories, jokes, new friend-
ships, new tunes, campfires, pot-lucks...
and that's just the first day!

The goal of the Jam Camp is to get 
people playing bluegrass together in small 
groups and being comfortable when they 
don't always know folks in those small 
groups. The instructors teach sessions re-
stricted to just their instrument, e.g., Lisa 
Fuglie inspires the fiddlers, Matt Thomp-
son encourages the mandolinists, and 
so forth but that is only a portion of the 
classes. Some sessions are attended by the 
entire student body in the Showcase Tent 
as lectures or group instruction, and some 
are designed as breakout sessions for in-
strument or ensemble work.

The ensemble work is at the heart 
of the program and serves to "warm up" 

the students for the remaining three days 
of jamming during the weekend festival. 
Once the instructors have had a chance 
to meet everyone and do a little pickin', 
the students are placed in ensembles that 
they will work with for the remainder of 
the camp. The camp will culminate with 
student recitals on the Main Stage on 
Thursday evening, and all students exit 
the stage as full fledged graduates of the 
program, who mostly are ready to sign on 
right away for next year! What better way 
for MBOTMA to fulfill its mission state-
ment to "promote bluegrass music" than 
to get 40 or more folks playing together 
for a few days?

A typical day at Camp will begin 
about 9:00 or 9:30. Staff will have sessions 
planned until lunch, which students take 
back at their campsites. (Note if you are 
coming for the day only: food vendors typ-
ically are not set up in Marketplace until 
Thursday afternoon, so plan on bringing 

a bag lunch or getting invited to a class-
mate's campsite). Afternoon sessions con-
tinue until dinnertime, then students are 
dismissed to spend the evening jamming 
and practicing their recital tunes. Topics 
covered in the camp syllabus include in-
strument instruction, vocal instruction, 
tune arranging, harmony arrangement 
and techniques, jamming protocols and 
dynamics, history and culture of blue-
grass music and funny stories from "the 
road" by members of MCX. The program 
is designed for students at the advanced 
beginner level (able to play tunes at mod-
erate speeds and switch chords easily on 
their instrument) and upwards; this al-
lows students to dig in and start jamming 
together during the opening sessions and 
keeps things moving along. Class materi-
al is often voluminous and detailed and 
class discussions can be somewhat techni-
cal, so we open registrations for students 
at age 12. There is no age limit.

After

Before
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We invite students from all five of the 
classic bluegrass ensemble instruments: 
banjo, guitar, mandolin, fiddle and bass. 
At this time we must limit the instru-
ments to these listed as the instructors are 
chosen for their expertise on each of these 
five. Additionally, students are expecting 
the classic "bluegrass band experience" 
and may not be familiar with non-tra-
ditional bluegrass instruments. We have 
found this formula never fails!

We expect this camp to fill this year, 
so if you are interested in a spot, please 
don't delay registering on the MBOTMA 

Get to Know the MBOTMA Board
Board Member at Large: Rusty Lane

website. Just go on and click the link for 
Instructional Camp and follow the easy 
registration. Yes, the cost increases af-
ter July 1, so another reason not to wait 
too long. If you are interested in the bass 
classes, inquire about our registration 
option for "shared space for bass" if you 
bring a friend to register for bass as well. 
Send an email to: galep@wwt.net and I'll 
fill you in on how this works. We want 
bass players!

This program is one of the finest 
offerings MBOTMA continues to pro-
vide to its members and friends at a cost 

so reasonable it defies modern life. Ask 
anyone at IBMA, SPBGMA, MBOTMA 
or jam sessions throughout the universe. 
Students have returned to attend addi-
tional years saying, "I learned so much I 
just couldn't not come back!" Old friends 
who met "just last year" pick up (pun in-
tended) where they left off. Parents say, 
"Why didn't we enroll Julie sooner?" and 
the entire bluegrass community benefits 
from another year of Camp graduates 
turned loose on El Rancho campgrounds 
on Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. Please 
join us!

How long have you been on the 
Board and what Board or committee 
position(s) have you held? 

I joined the board January 2023. I 
currently serve on the Outreach, Finance 
and Staffing committees.

What MBOTMA volunteer role(s) 
have you held in the past? 

I love being at the table for tickets, 
whether to purchase or will call. It is 
a great way to meet new people and see 
folks you know. I also have helped out at 
the store.

How long have you been part of 
MBOTMA and what brought you into 
the organization? 

I first got involved with MBOTMA 
around 2006, then life and career took 
off in 2010 and I drifted away from music 
and the organization. I re-engaged with 
playing music during the pandemic and 
got involved volunteering last year. The 
people, music and community brought 
me to MBOTMA, then and now, some of 
the best folks on the planet.

How has being a board member 
impacted you? 

Thinking about the future and 
working towards growing the organization 
with my fellow board members. This has 
inspired me and given me hope that this 
music we love is the universal language 
that brings us together no matter what 
our differences are politically, by faith or 

social status. If more people played music 
together versus seeing differences, we 
would have world peace.

What occupation did you have or do 
you have now? 

My day job is mergers and 
acquisitions at Post Consumer Brands 
in Lakeville. My side gig is running a 
small non-profit yoga studio, sharing the 
ancient Vedic wisdom from the Far East 
for underserved communities.

What are some of your hobbies and 
interests? 

My main hobbies are yoga, amateur 
radio (Ham Radio), and playing music 
(Highland Bagpipes, banjo, guitar), and 
Freemasonry.

Do you have a favorite festival or 
activity at a festival? 

I love the Winter Weekend, but I also 
like the August festival, camping, getting 
away from it all to listen to great music 
and play a little; I am a bit shy when it 
comes to jamming, but I am working on 
that… 

What's a fun fact about you? 
I was a full-time rock and mountain 

climbing guide in the late 90s for three 
years, and I taught ballroom dancing in 
college. I still love to dance and climb.

What excites you about MBOTMA 
right now? 

The opportunity to get more folks 
involved with making music and engaging 

younger musicians with our organization. 
We live in a metropolitan area with 
over three million residents. Many play 
instruments and love bluegrass, old time 
and folk music. Yet we only have around 
800-1000 members on average. Somehow 
we need to reach more people. These folks 
are the future of our organization and our 
music. This gets me jazzed!

What would you tell a new 
MBOTMA member/volunteer? 

Jump in with both feet, do not over 
commit when you first start out, as my 
grandma always told us on the farm; 
“Many hands make light work”. We need 
more hands, so no one gets burned out 
or discouraged. Sign up today. It is a ball, 
and you meet lots of awesome people!
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Chris Silver
by Jon Garon

Jon: We'll start with an obvious ques-
tion: What was your first memory of mu-
sic?

Chris: I had the good fortune of grow-
ing up with relatives who were musicians. 
When I was a kid, there would be family 
gatherings that would often involve an 
impromptu family band with aunts and 
uncles playing stringed 
instruments and accor-
dion.  This was my first 
exposure to acoustic 
guitar and fiddle. The 
tunes were mainly old-
time and classic coun-
try tunes. My grand-
father was German, so 
there were a lot of Ger-
man folk tunes as well.  
It was these impromptu 
sessions that sparked 
my interest in acoustic 
instruments. 

Jon: At what age 
were you when music 
began to matter to you?

Chris: I think prob-
ably around ten years 
old. My mom had bought a guitar with 
the intention of taking lessons.  I found 
the guitar in a closet and it really hadn't 
been touched much. To her surprise, I 
had the guitar out and was playing some 
basic chords. I think at that point my par-
ents realized I had a pretty strong interest 
and they arranged some lessons for me.  
I didn’t have a ton of interest in reading 
music, but instead started learning some 
Peter, Paul, and Mary by ear.  

Jon: What instruments did you learn, 
and what order did you learn them in?

Chris: Guitar was my first instru-
ment. And as a product of the seventies, 
I wanted to be able to play electric guitar. 
My parents bought me a Sears Silvertone 
electric guitar and amp. And as things 
evolved, I lost interest in the electric and 

started listening more to folk/rock groups 
like Crosby Stills Nash and Young. It was 
those three-part harmonies and acoustic 
guitars that pulled me in a different direc-
tion.  When I was in high school, my mom 
purchased a bowl back mandolin for me 
at a garage sale.  Thinking back, it prob-
ably sounded terrible, but I liked what I 

heard and started playing melodies that I 
had heard on Led Zeppelin and Rod Stew-
art recordings. I was kind of mesmerized 
with the sound. This was way before I dis-
covered bluegrass music. 

Jon: I understand. So, what musicians 
influenced you the most?

Chris: I would say from an ear-
ly age, I was always interested in bands 
that performed harmony singing.  Bands 
like CSN, The Eagles, Poco, Nitty Gritty 
Dirt and so on.  The folk/rock crossover 
was huge for me. It was kind of an obses-
sion.  As a teen, I discovered the Grate-
ful Dead, a band that was incorporating 
some bluegrass tunes into their shows. 
But the big event for me was a Doc Wat-
son concert at the Whole Coffeehouse, 
University of Minnesota, in 1978.  That 

was a life changing event for me.  I had no 
clue who Doc Watson was, but my friend 
convinced me to go. After the first song, I 
moved from the back row to the front row 
and was truly amazed at the sound.  His 
guitar playing was just so percussive and 
precise. 

It was something I'd never heard be-
fore and something I 
had to learn. Odd for 
a boy who grew up in 
Shoreview, Minneso-
ta. I spent the week 
after that show just 
going around the dif-
ferent music stores in 
the Twin Cities try-
ing to find a guitar 
teacher who was able 
to teach me flatpick 
guitar. I eventually 
found Adam Grang-
er, an amazing teach-
er and talented musi-
cian. Adam patiently 
helped me develop 
into a flatpick gui-
tarist. I should also 

mention that as a teen in the late 1970s, 
I was a regular audience member at the 
Coffeehouse Extempore on the Universi-
ty of Minnesota’s West Bank.  It was there 
that I heard many amazing regional and 
national performers like Peter Ostrous-
hko, Tim Hennessy, Dakota Dave Hull, 
Adam Granger, Dick Nunneley, Phil Hey-
wood, Tim Sparks and many others.  All 
of these musicians were willing to share 
advice and tips of the trade.  I consid-
er myself lucky to have been in the right 
place at the right time. 

Jon: How did you develop musical-
ly after becoming competent? Meaning 
now you're a competent player, what are 
you pursuing? What are you doing at this 
point?

Chris: As I see it, there are two parts 
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to competency. One is mastering the me-
chanics of good technique and the other 
is the ability to innovate and create your 
own sound. For me, it's always been im-
portant to have something original to say. 
There are people that try to cover a tune 
as close as they can 
to the original art-
ist and stop at that 
point. I think that 
there is value in that, 
but that's never been 
my thing. To me, 
that real challenge 
is taking a beauti-
ful piece of music 
and putting my own 
stamp on it. 

My process 
continues to be un-
derstanding the 
composition and ar-
rangement first and 
then adding my own 
flavor. 

Jon: Did you 
specialize in one 
instrument over the 
other instruments? 
Cause I know you 
play guitar, mandolin 
and fiddle, at least!

Chris: I used to be 
more comfortable with 
guitar than anything else, 
but I had a deep curiosity 
about the mandolin and 
fiddle. I spent a lot of 
time studying different 
styles. With the mando-
lin, I gravitated towards 
Sam Bush, but later stud-
ied the powerful and raw 
playing of Bill Monroe.  
I played a bit of fiddle in 
college, but it wasn’t un-
til my tenure with Stoney 
Lonesome that I actually 
started playing more fid-
dle. I learned quickly that 
the fiddle can be a bit un-
forgiving and I needed 
a lot of fine tuning on that instrument.  
In the Stoneys, I played a lot of second 
parts to master fiddler and teacher, Bri-

an Wicklund.  Brian showed me a lot of 
fundamental fiddle technique and how to 
work in harmony parts. We played quite a 
few twin fiddle numbers back then.

Eventually, I got to a point where it 
really didn’t matter which instrument I 

was playing because it became more about 
musical ideas and composition than the 
mechanics of playing.  I believe Brian 

when he says it’s less about which instru-
ment you’re playing and more about being 
disciplined about practice.  It took me the 
better part of 30 years to get to that place. 
There is no simple formula other than 
practice, practice, practice. 

I would say my chal-
lenge is that I have a some-
what short attention span, 
so it’s sometimes hard to 
stick with one thing.  At 
times, I'm envious of people 
that focus on one instru-
ment. It’s a lot easier to car-
ry one case!   

Jon: Do you consider 
bluegrass music your pri-
mary musical focus?

Chris: For a long time, 
that was the case.  I missed 
out on a lot of popular 
music from about 1979 to 
about 1990, because I was 
really obsessed with blue-
grass, both from the histor-
ical and the performance 
perspective. I got hired by a 
professional bluegrass band 
in 1987, Stoney Lonesome. 
They were playing a lot of 

traditional bluegrass tunes 
at that time, but I didn't re-
ally have a lot of confidence 
in my playing as it relates to 
that style. I had to dig back a 
little bit and learn traditional 
mandolin styles from the first 
generation masters, in partic-
ular, Monroe. And it was re-
ally important to me to have 
a solid foundation and for my 
playing to be authentic to the 
tradition. From there I start-
ed branching out. And that's 
where, I would say, my musi-
cal career gets kind of inter-
esting and slightly crooked.  
Beyond bluegrass, I’ve played 
in many different ensembles.  
Most of them fall under the 
“roots or Americana” cate-
gory. Most recently, I've been 

experimenting with the combination of 
American roots music and Latin influ-
ences. Twin Cities percussionist Chico 

Generic Bluegrass Band 
Denny Garcia, Chris Silver, Chuck Lemonds, Tim Haub, Jimmy V

- Circa 1981

Stoney Lonesome: Brian Wicklund, Chris Silver, 
Kate MacKenzie, Kevin Barnes, Patty Shove - Circa 1987
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Chavez has helped me with that journey. 
He played on my album, Quiet Fortune, 
which really demonstrated how that com-
bination can work.

I've also been playing a lot of solo 
gigs which feature some of my own tunes 
along with acoustic blues, Latin, and 
some classic R and R. It’s really all over 
the map. Playing solo has given me the 
opportunity to stretch out a bit, changing 
arrangements on the fly and 
tossing out the set list. I am 
in a perpetual exploration of 
where acoustic music can go, 
and bluegrass is certainly a 
part of that and always will 
be. But to be quite honest, 
I've never been able to stop 
there. 

Jon: So what led you to 
your career in education? 
How did that come about?

Chris: I suppose that a 
big influence there was my 
dad, who was a teacher and 
a high school principal.  In 
addition to that I actually 
started teaching guitar while 
I was in college, at the lo-
cal music store. I found the 
connection with students 
really rewarding, especially 
working with youth. I started 
teaching in public schools in 
1993 after I had left the band, 
Stony Lonesome. I had been 
on the road for quite a while 
and I decided it was time to 
do something else, along 
with the need for a steady 
paycheck.  Looking back, I really wouldn’t 
change anything and it’s something that I 
continue to enjoy. 

Jon: You have endured several per-
sonal challenges over the years, and I 
wanted to ask how they've affected you, 
but we don't have to talk about that.

Chris: I'd be happy to. I used to talk 
about that a lot more than I do now.  In 
2007, I was diagnosed with leukemia, and 
I kind of lost my identity as a musician. 

I began a therapy that put my cancer 
into remission and I’ve stayed that way 
since then.  The big lesson for me is that 
there was a lot of stuff that I had taken for 

granted. It’s hard to focus on anything 
else when you are really sick.  I didn’t feel 
well enough to play or for that matter just 
enjoy things in the same way that I did 
before I was diagnosed. After becoming 
well again, I began to appreciate the little 
things more than ever. Time with family, 
friends, jamming, performing, took on a 
new meaning. You just sort of appreciate 
things in a different way once you return 

to health after an event like that.
Jon: So, who have you played with 

and who do you currently play music with 
now?

Chris: Yeah,  that's a fun question be-
cause when you're my age, we could have 
a pretty decent sized list there. But I'll just 
give you some key combos that I've been 
in. I started with a college band that was 
sort of my first bluegrass experience. We 
called ourselves Generic Bluegrass. We 
had all been versed in the Old and In the 
Way band and their classic recording and 
most of our repertoire centered around 
that. After college, I played with a group 

called Rolling Green that was formed out 
of jam sessions at the Homestead Pickin’ 
Parlor. 

In 1987, I got a job offer to play with 
Stoney Lonesome, which was more or less 
a full-time bluegrass band. I started play-
ing mandolin as my main instrument but 
incorporated some lead guitar and fiddle 
into the setlists. The band had been regu-
lar performers on the Prairie Home Com-

panion which gave the 
group a boost as far as 
national bookings. 

We recorded sever-
al albums, two on Red 
House Records, and 
performed regional-
ly as well as nationally. 
We wrote and arranged 
some pretty unique ma-
terial. I was really proud 
to be a member of that 
group.  Following Stoney 
Lonesome, I toured as 
a duo with Kate MacK-
enzie following her solo 
releases on Red House 
Records.  In the late 
90s, I made a decision 
to be more of a week-
end warrior musician 
and performed mainly 
local gigs as The Chris 
Silver Band, Tangled 
Roots, and The Good 
Intentions. My friend 
and bandmate (bass 
and vocals) J D. Shaffer 
has been playing with 
me for quite some time, 

maybe 10 years, and has been an inspi-
ration for me in terms of his talents and 
vocal ability.  He is the kind of musician 
that can play any style of music and make 
it look easy. I’ve really enjoyed my recent 
collaboration with Craig Evans in an old-
time fiddle/banjo project called Old-Time 
Conversations. We’ve been kind of fo-
cused on recording and performing high 
energy fiddle tunes. We are both pas-
sionate about discovering and analyzing 
fiddle tunes from different parts of the 
world.  We recorded an album with an 
attached booklet that gives the history of 
the tunes along with our dialog about the 

Kate MacKenzie and Chris Silver, 
 Wheatland Music Festival, Remus, MI - Circa 1994
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creative process. 
Jon: It must be great that your son 

Ari is now a bluegrass artist of growing 
renown. Tell me about that.

Chris: Yes, that has been a joy for me. 
Music has always been part of Ari’s core 
being.  He would tag along to gigs with us 
before he could talk. He just wanted to be 
part of it.  When he was about 8, he start-
ed playing drums and guitar.  

My wife Naomi and I encouraged 
that and supported his passion but never 
had to pressure him to practice.  I would 
bring him up on stage with me from time 
to time, and I think that’s where he got 
his desire to take it to the next level.  As a 
high school student, he became involved 
in musical theater and jazz band, which 
gave him the confidence he needed to 
perform on his own.  He attended several 
of the MBOTMA music camps including 
Winter Weekend, and eventually he met 
some talented peers and formed his first 
bluegrass group, The Silver River Boys. 
We also started playing several father and 
son duo gigs, which was a thrill for me.  
During the pandemic, we recorded a fa-
ther/son album titled Sheltered and it’s my 

favorite out of all of the albums that I’ve 
released.  He is in his third year at East 
Tennessee State University in the Appa-
lachian and Bluegrass Music Studies pro-
gram.  Along with that, he is touring with 
the Dave Adkins Band ,which has been an 
amazing experience for him. Through-
out all of this, he has been focused, dis-

Good Intentions
 Mike Kramer, JD Shaffer, Chris Sivler, Heath Loy - Circa 2015

JD Shaffer, Chris Silver, Chico Chavez 
Oak Center General Store, Lake City, MN- Circa 2012

ciplined, and humble.  It’s really exciting 
to watch him grow as a musician, and we 
are really proud of him. We still do gigs 
together when he comes home on holi-
days, although that’s becoming few and 
far between. 

Jon: What's been your involvement 
with MBOTMA and similar organiza-
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tions over the years?
Chris: I went to one of the early fes-

tivals at Taylors Falls, Minnesota, around 
1979. I had never been to a bluegrass fes-
tival, and it made a huge and lasting im-
pression on me. Since then, I don't think 
I've missed very many. 

I appreciate so much the work that 
this organization has done to keep the 
music alive in our area and to support 
young musicians which as we all know 
keeps the music alive. And I know it's a 
ton of work for sometimes little reward. 
And I don't think bluegrass would be any-
thing in our area if it weren’t for MBOT-
MA.  I’ve made lifetime friends through 
the organization and have too many good 
memories to count. 

Jon: So what advice would you give 
young players?

Chris: Yeah, that's a great question. I 
would say one of the things would be to 
listen to as many kinds of music as you 
can and draw as much as you can from 
those musical styles.  Don’t be locked into 
any one thing. Have an open mind.  Also, 
create your own sound if possible. It’s to-
tally worthwhile to learn how to play like 
Tony Rice, Béla Fleck, Doyle Lawson or 
whoever, but eventually, one of the things 
that kind of separates really good musi-
cians is creating your own unique sound.  

Something you can contribute to the mu-
sic as a whole.  You can play in the style of 
Tony Rice, but you can also be yourself, 
and take it into different directions that 
offer something new to listeners. I think 
it’s good to incorporate as many different 
influences into your playing as possible 
because there's so much good music out 
there. Musicians can box themselves in.  

“I only play old-time music or traditional 
bluegrass or this song has to be played this 
way.”  The first generation bluegrass mu-
sicians wouldn’t approve of this attitude. 
The variety of music that I listen to comes 
out in my playing in many different ways. 
I couldn’t have it any other way.  

I think it’s possible to honor the tra-
dition while keeping it fresh. That’s what 
keeps the music alive and interesting.

Jon: What are your plans for the fu-
ture?

Chris: That's a really good question 
because I've had a 40-year music career 
and yet I feel like I've just scratched the 
surface. I’m really playing for myself right 
now rather than trying to hustle gigs or 
get caught up in the marketing race.  I 
continue to write and record and I’m in 
the process of creating an album of finger-
style guitar tunes.  Like you, Jon, I’m in-
terested in the cross section of fingerstyle 
and bluegrass and roots.  I'm not a prolific 
songwriter but I enjoy writing tunes. The 
older you get, the more you have to draw 
on!  The journey rolls on with so much 
out there yet to discover.  

More information on Chris' music 
can be found at www.chrissilverband.com

A complete discography can be found 
at https://chrissilver.bandcamp.com/

Old-Time Conversations
Marty Marone, Chris Silver, Rich Casey, Craig Evans 

Juniors Bar, River Falls, WI - Circa 2022

Chris and Ari - Circa 2016
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Bluegrass Saturday Morning
By Phil Nusbaum

Greenup
I think it was 2014 when buds appeared on Twin Cities trees in 
the middle of March! It was something like six weeks early for 
this wonderful occurrence. I remember that the buds appeared 
during a warm spell. Then temperatures cooled, but only briefly. 
After a brief time temperatures resumed their upward trajectory, 
and the light green haze that usually comes about May 10 formed 
at the tops of trees in March. 
We consider ourselves lucky if we see this spring green color in 
April, and it happens every so often. After a harsh winter, that 
spring color seems like a hopeful balm that points bluegrass fans 
towards the bluegrass season; that special time when members of 
bluegrass nation gather under whatever shade trees are handy for 
the purposes of pickin’, singin’ and fun.
The Spring Fund Drive
Things are mellow at Jazz88. If you did not know that the station 
is broadcasting from temporary facilities, you really could not 
tell. The station has some new voices, but transitions have gone 
smoothly. We’re looking forward to presenting an entertaining 
Jazz88 Spring on-air fund drive, Friday, April 7 to Saturday, 
April 15, 2023.
Listener support is how we pay bills on KBEM-FM. Of course, 
anybody can make a donation at any time; and many do, at the 
KBEM website, www.jazz88.fm. But during our two annual 
on-air fund drives, we make fundraising a more significant 
reference point during all our shows. We weave the message 
about listener support into everything we do. For example, on 
Bluegrass Saturday Morning, we’ll ask listeners to have credit 
cards out to make donations at www.jazz88.fm or over the 
phone, but we will also be playing and talking about “the old 

stuff, the new stuff, and the hard stuff.” 
Bluegrass Saturday Morning is heard five hours weekly on 
KBEM-FM Radio in Minneapolis and Saint Paul (and more 
widely over the internet), and that is a much broader time 
window for bluegrass than is available in most places. The show 
has done well in on-air fund drives, and we’re looking for a 
successful fund drive in Spring 2023.
Personal Performance Note
The Eclectics trio plays at 6pm at the Waldmann in Saint Paul 
on April 9, 2023. John Bergquist, Nick Martin and I will set up, 
playing traditional bluegrass and some original and surprising 
bluegrass, too. For information about the Waldmann Brewery, 
the web address is: waldmannbrewery.com. It is located at 445 
Smith Ave N, St Paul, MN. The Waldmann brews German-style 
lagers and a menu that is different than any other club in town. 
The Eclectics will most likely play "April Green," and who knows, 
if we get an April greenup, we just might be playing out on the 
Waldmann patio.
Weekly Playlists, Listen Online

To stream KBEM programming, at www.jazz88.fm, click on 
“listen live.” Bluegrass Saturday Morning playlists are located at 
www.jazz88.fm. At the top of the home page on the right-hand 
side, select “playlists.” Then click on the desired date.  
Don’t Forget the Archive.

It’s great that Bluegrass Saturday Morning is five hours long. 
It’s hard to catch the whole thing from beginning to end, but 
you can catch missed portions or listen more than once by going 
to the KBEM-FM archive at www.jazz.fm. Shows remain in the 
KBEM-FM archive for two weeks.

Event Production Workshops!
Learn from Professionals.

Learn how to run an event.
Volunteer at a 

Minnesota Bluegrass Event!!



16 April 2023

M
in

ne
so

ta
Bl

ue
gr

as
s.

or
g

Coming Up 

3/24 - Friday
• Austin Weatherhead, GINK, 6:30pm
• Billy Johnson, 318, 8pm
• Blue Red Roses, New York Mills 

Cultural Center, 24 Main Ave N, New 
York Mills, 218-385-3339, 7:30pm

• Sarah Morris, BDD, 7:30pm
• Barley Jacks, Schauer Arts Center, 147 

N Rural St Hartford, WI, 7:30pm
3/25 - Saturday
• The Iowans & Loosey Stone, L&L, 

7:30pm
• Alternate Route, BSC, 10am
• Lehto & Wright, Roots Cellar Music 

Series, University Baptist Church, 
1219 University Ave SE, Mpls, 612-
331-1768, 7pm

• Raphael Feuillatre, Sundin Hall, 
Hamline University, 1531 Hewitt Ave, 
St Paul, mnguitar.org, 7:30pm

• The Jugsluggers, Fat Hill Brewing, 
Mason City, IA, 3pm

• Barley Jacks, Oconomowoc Arts 
Center, 641 East Forest Street, 
Oconomowoc, WI, 7pm

• Pale Ales Bluegrass Band, HOB, 7pm
3/26 - Sunday
• Honky-Tonk Jump, Crooners, 6161 

Hwy 65 NE, Fridley, 763-760-0062, 
4pm

• Swing Brunch with Patty and the 
Buttons, AST, 11am

• Barley Jacks, Oconomowoc 
Arts Center, 641 East Forest St, 

318: The 318 Café, 318 Water Street, Excelsior, 952-401-7902, 
www.three-eighteen.com
331C: 331 Club, 331 13th Ave NE, Mpls, 612-331-1746,  
www.331.mn
AST: Aster Cafe, 125 SE Main St, Mpls, 612-379-3138, www.
astercafe.com
BSC: Black Sheep Coffee Cafe, 705 Southview Blvd, South St 
Paul, 651-554-0155, www.blacksheepcoffee.com
BoDD: BoDiddley’s Pub and Deli, 129 25th Ave S, St. Cloud, 
320-252-9475
CED: Cedar Cultural Center, 416 Cedar Ave S, Mpls, 612-338-
2674, www.thecedar.org
CJ: Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave, St Paul, 651-330-4685, www.
thecelticjunction.com
DAK: The Dakota, 1010 Nicollet Mall, Mpls, 612-332-1010, www.
dakotacooks.com
EAG: Eagles Club, 2507 E 25th St, Mpls, 612-729-4469, 
www.Mplseagles34.org

Venue abbreviations

FITZ: Fitzgerald Theater, 10 E Exchange St, St Paul, 651-290-
1200, www.thefitzgeraldtheater.com
GINK: Ginkgo Coffeehouse, 721 N Snelling Ave, St Paul, 651-
645-2647, www.ginkgocoffee.com
GKb: Grand Kabaret, 210 N Minnesota St, New Ulm, 507-359-
9222, www.thegrandnewulm.com
HOB: The Loft at Hobgoblin Music, 920 State Hwy 19, Red 
Wing, 877-866-3936, www.stoneyend.com
H&L: The Hook & Ladder Theater, 3010 Minnehaha Ave, Mpls, 
612-345-7166, www.thehookmpls.com
ICEH: The Ice House, 2528 Nicollet Ave S, Mpls, 612-276-6523
L&L: Leo & Leona’s, W1436 State Road 33,  Bangor, WI, 608-
452-3637
MER: Merlins Rest, 3601 E Lake St, Mpls, 612-216-2419
SHL: Sheldon Theatre, 443 W 3rd St, Red Wing, 800-899-5759, 
www.sheldontheatre.org
TAP: Tapestry Folkdance Center, 3748 Minnehaha Ave S, Mpls, 
612-722-2914, www.tapestryfolkdance.org

To post gigs and events to this calendar, Go to this link: https://forms.gle/HPEXGchHuEPChi1s6

Oconomowoc, WI, 2pm
3/27 - Monday
• Roe Family Singers, 331C, 8pm

3/28 - Tuesday
• Buffalo Galaxy, 331C, 10pm
• Gloryland Gospel Band, Vernon 

Terrace, 5250 Vernon Ave, Edina, 
3:30pm

3/29 - Wednesday
• Lenz & Frenz, 331C, 9:30pm

3/30 - Thursday
• Karla Banoff, DAK, 7pm
• MacKenzie & Bissonette, 318, 8pm

3/31 - Friday
• Adam & Ava Levy, 318, 8pm
• Christa Gohlmann, GKb, 7pm
• Dave Gunning & J.P. Cormier, First 

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS 
Buffalo Galaxy

Chicken Wire Empire
April 28 - Friday

The Hook & Ladder Theater
3010 Minnehaha Ave

Mpls, MN
612-345-7166

www.thehookmpls.com

River Falls Bluegrass, 
Bourbon & Blues Festival

April 21-23 - Fri-Sun
with Chris Silver, High and Rising, 
Lowest Pair, Chicken Wire Empire, 

Good Morning Bedlam, more, 
Various Venues, River Falls, WI

riverfallsbluegrass.com

Richard Kriehn
w/Mary DuShane & Nick Jordan

April 29 - Saturday
The 318 Café

318 Water Street
Excelsior

952-401-7902
www.three-eighteen.com

Mark O'Conner
April 13 - Thursday

The Dakota
1010 Nicollet Mall

Mpls, MN
612-332-1010

www.dakotacooks.com
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Presbyterian Church, 340 5th Ave S, 
St Cloud, granitecityfolk.org, 7pm

• Legacy, Charlie's Irish Pub, 101 Water 
St, Stillwater, 7pm

4/1 - Saturday
• Alternate Route, BSC, 10am
• Inland Seas, MER, 7pm
• Legacy, Charlie's Irish Pub, 101 Water 

St, Stillwater, 7pm
• Pat Donohue and the Prairie All Stars, 

The Widespot, 611 Broadway Ave, 
Wabasha, 715-448-0536, 7pm

• Dan Rodriguez, 318, 8pm
• Monroe Crossing, Portage Center for 

The Arts, 301 E Cook St, Portage WI, 
7:30pm

• The Jugsluggers, Aegir Brewery, Elk 
River, 6pm

• Vasen, CED, 8pm
• Tim Sparks, ICEH, 6pm
• The OK Factor and Sprig of That, 

Parkway Theater, 4814 Chicago Ave S, 
Mpls, 612-822-8080, 8pm

4/2 - Sunday
• Swing Brunch with Patty and the 

Buttons, AST, 11am
• Martin Zeller, 318, 7pm
• Phil Heywood, ICEH, 11am
• Daddy Squeeze, Waldmann Brewery, 

445 Smith Ave, St Paul, 651-222-1857, 
6pm

4/3 - Monday
• Roe Family Singers, 331, 8pm
• Cafe Accordion Orchestra, DAK, 7pm
• Bill & Kate Isles, Livestream, www.

facebook.com/billandkateisles, 7pm

Serving the acoustic music community for over 35 years.Serving the acoustic music community for over 35 years.

Complete audio production services:Complete audio production services:
sound - multi-track recording – live/studio.sound - multi-track recording – live/studio.

You know Doug’s attention to audio detail.You know Doug’s attention to audio detail.
Let him help you craft your next recording project!Let him help you craft your next recording project!

Equipment:Equipment:  Midas, Behringer, dbx, Shure, AKG, AudioTechnica, Midas, Behringer, dbx, Shure, AKG, AudioTechnica, 
Crown, RCF, QSC, Countryman, Radial, ProtoolsCrown, RCF, QSC, Countryman, Radial, Protools

Doug Lohman - 612-306-3490Doug Lohman - 612-306-3490
douglohman@aol.com - armadillosounddesign.comdouglohman@aol.com - armadillosounddesign.com

Armadillo 
Sound & Design
Minneapolis, MN

Classified Ads
Celebrating 40 plus years in 

radio, Carl Solander 
can be heard on 
www.wtip.org.

The second Thursday of the month:
3 to 5 p.m. bluegrass, old-time music

8 to 10 p.m. folk
The second Sunday of the month:

6 to 9 p.m. Classic country

FOR SALE
Upright 3/4 William Lewis and 
Son, Orchestra Bass
$1000, Very good condition
Includes bow, pick-up and direct 
box, padded backpack case, stand
Contact Karen at 
 karenvn@bitstream.net
Photos are on Facebook 
Marketplace: https://www.
ebook.com/marketplace/
item/1436699913491009

Amanda Walbridge 
teamed up with Phil Nusbaum on 
her all original bluegrass album 
Sunshine in the Valley available in 
March 2023.
For details follow https://www.
facebook.com/amandawalbridg-
esongwriter

Cutting Edge Bluegrass:
Chicken Wire Empire 

& Buffalo Galaxy
with special guests Mountain Fern

Friday, April 28th
Hook & Ladder Theater

Minneapolis, MN

4/4 - Tuesday
• Waxwing Stringband, Waldmann 

Brewery, 445 Smith Ave, St Paul, 651-
222-1857, 6pm

4/6 - Thursday
• David Singley, 318, 8pm

4/8 - Saturday
• Dan Rodriguez, 318, 12pm and 8 pm
• Hans Meyer Family Band, L&L, 1pm
• The Northerly Gales, MER, 7:30pm
• Bob Bovee, Black Hawk Folk Society, 

Mountain View Community Center, 
Hwy 152, Mt Morris, WI, 7pm
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• Alternate Route, BSC, 10am
• The Jugsluggers, Wooden Ship 

Brewery, Mpls, 6pm
• Pop Wagner, The Taphouse, 532 W 

Bayfield St, Washburn, WI, 7pm
4/10 - Monday
• Roe Family Singers, 331, 8pm
• Bill & Kate Isles, Livestream, www.

facebook.com/billandkateisles, 7pm
4/11 - Tuesday
• Waxwing Stringband, Waldmann 

Brewery, 445 Smith Ave, St Paul, 651-
222-1857, 6pm

4/12 - Wednesday
• Chris Smither with Paul Cebar, CED, 

7:30pm
4/13 - Thursday
• Women Out Loud / Monica Livorski 

& Roz Prickel, 318, 8pm
• Mark O'Connor, DAK, 7pm
• Bill & Kate Isles, Ursa Minor Brewing, 

Duluth, 6pm
• Pop Wagner and Mikkel Bee, The 

Dubliner Pub, 2162 University Ave W, 
St Paul, 5pm

4/14 - Friday
• Jeff Dayton, 318, 8pm
• Kelley Smith, Grassroots Concerts, 

At Journey Church, 5459 Cty Rd 18, 

Nisswa, 218-829-4092, 7:30pm
• Good Morning Bedlam, New York 

Mills Cultural Center, 24 Main Ave 
N, New York Mills, 218-385-3339, 
7:30pm

• Ruckus in the Bear Brush, BDD, 
7:30pm

• Bullypulpit Bluegrass Band, WOW! 
Zone Mankato, 2030 Adams St, 
Mankato, Wowzonefec.com, 6:00pm

4/15 - Saturday
• Michael Guzelian, 318, 8pm
• The McNordiques, GINK, 8pm
• Switched At Birth, MER, 7:30pm
• Alternate Route, BSC, 10am
• Rachel Baiman with Barbaro, CED, 

8pm
• Jeremy Jouve, Sundin Hall, Hamline 

University, 1531 Hewitt Ave, St Paul, 
mnguitar.org, 7:30pm

4/17 - Monday
• Roe Family Singers, 331, 8pm
• Bill & Kate Isles, Livestream, www.

facebook.com/billandkateisles, 7pm
4/18 - Tuesday
• Cassius Stein and Mike Dowling, 

MetroNOME Brewery in Fingal Cave, 
385 Broadway St, St Paul, mnguitar.
org, 6pm

• Waxwing Stringband, Waldmann 
Brewery, 445 Smith Ave, St Paul, 651-
222-1857, 6pm

• Bullypulpit Bluegrass Band, Mankato 
Brewery, 119 Center St. North 
Mankato, mankatobrewery.com, 
6:00pm

4/19 - Wednesday
• The Wildwoods, 318, 8pm
• Loudon Wainwright, DAK, 7pm
• Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas, CED, 

7:30pm
4/20 - Thursday
• Cafe Accordion Orchestra, Crooners, 

6161 Hwy 65 NE, Fridley, 763-760-
0062, 6:30pm

4/21 - Friday
• Bob Bovee, Artist Sanctuary, /www.

facebook.com/theartistsanctuary/, 602 
West Ave, Red Wing, 7pm

• River Falls Bluegrass Festival with 
Chris Silver, High and Rising, Lowest 
Pair, Chicken Wire Empire, Good 
Morning Bedlam, Barefoot Bluegrass, 
more, Various Venues, River Falls, 
WI, riverfallsbluegrass.com

4/22 - Saturday
• Pat Frederick & Rebel Fiddle, 318, 

8pm

American Guitars 
New and used C.F. Martin guitars (Huge Selection!) 

Also: Coolllliinnggss and Larrivee Guitars 
Largest vintage acoustic selection in the 5 state area! 

We Jove trades - We buy old guitars!

World class repairs. 
See why the biggest names in music trust this little shop in St Paul. 

We fix: Archtops, Flat-tops, Banjos, Mandolin and Ukulele. 

williesguitars.com 
1381 Eustis Street, St. Paul, MN 55108 

New Store. New Location 
Near Hwy 280 and Como Ave
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MONROE CROSSING - OFF AND RUNNING IN 2023!
Saturday, April 1 7:30 pm Portage Center for the Arts, 301 E. Cook Street Portage, WI 608-742-5655

Sunday, April 2 4 pm
The World Beloved: A Bluegrass Mass
Luther College Nordic Choir, director Andrew Last
700 College Drive

Decorah,IA

Saturday, April 22 7 pm The Historic Chief Theatre, 314 Beltrami Avenue Bemidji, MN 218-444-5606

Friday, April 28 7:30 pm Fredonia Opera House, 9 Church Street Fredonia NY 716-679-0891

Sunday, April 30 10 am The World Beloved: A Bluegrass Mass
Bryn Mawr Presbyterian, 625 Montgomery Avenue Bryn Mawr, PA 610-525-2821

Friday, June 16
7:30 pm

SPECIAL EVENT: Becky Buller + Monroe Crossing
The Parkway Theater, 4814 Chicago Avenue
Get your tickets NOW before they sell out!

Minneapolis, MN 612-822-8080

www.MonroeCrossing.com | Booking: Derek Johnson, 612-720-3746 derek@monroecrossing.com

• Monroe Crossing, Historic Chief 
Theater, 314 Beltrami Ave, Bemidji, 
7pm

• Alternate Route, BSC, 10am
• Gypsy Mania Hot Club Quartet, 

Crooners, 6161 Hwy 65 NE, Fridley, 
763-760-0062, 7:30pm

• Inland Seas, Dubliner Pub, 2162 
University Ave, St Paul, 651-646-5551, 
8pm

• Eric Peltoniemi, New York Mills 
Cultural Center, 24 Main Ave N, New 
York Mills, 218-385-3339, 7:30pm

• The Okee Dokee Brothers, Ordway 
Theater, 345 Washington St, St Paul, 
651-224-4222, 11am

• Peter Mayer, Roots Cellar Music 
Series, University Baptist Church, 
1219 University Ave SE, Mpls, 612-
331-1768, 7pm

• River Falls Bluegrass Festival with 
Chris Silver, High and Rising, Lowest 
Pair, Chicken Wire Empire, Good 
Morning Bedlam, Barefoot Bluegrass, 
more, Various Venues, River Falls, 
WI, riverfallsbluegrass.com

• Art Stevenson & High Water, 14th 
Annual Ladies of Bluegrass Music 
Festival, 2107 Velp Avenue, Green 

Bay, WI, www.facebook.com/
events/869300230871291, Noon to 
12:00am

4/23 - Sunday
• Ellis Paul with Radoslav Lorkovic, 

ICEH, 7pm
• River Falls Bluegrass Festival with 

Chris Silver, High and Rising, Lowest 
Pair, Chicken Wire Empire, Good 
Morning Bedlam, Barefoot Bluegrass, 
more, Various Venues, River Falls, 
WI, riverfallsbluegrass.com

• Hampden Rounders and Steam 
Machine, Big River Pizza, 280 5th St 
E, St Paul, 651-683-2186, 5pm

4/24 - Monday
• Roe Family Singers, 331, 8pm
• Bill & Kate Isles, Livestream, www.

facebook.com/billandkateisles, 7pm
4/25 - Tuesday
• Waxwing Stringband, Waldmann 

Brewery, 445 Smith Ave, St Paul, 651-
222-1857, 6pm

4/26 - Wednesday
• Lenz & Frenz, 331C, 9:30pm
• Jeremy Garrett (of The Infamous 

Stringdusters) featuring Shadowgrass, 
H&L, 7:30pm

4/27 - Thursday

• Annie Humphrey, H&L, 7pm
• The Jugsluggers, Wooden Ship 

Brewery, Mpls, 6pm
4/28 - Friday
• Machinery Hill, GKb, 7pm
• Howard Luedtke, L&L, 7:30pm
• Luke LeBlanc, Grassroots Concerts, 

At Journey Church, 5459 Cty Rd 18, 
Nisswa, 218-829-4092, 7:30pm

• Buffalo Galaxy & Chicken Wire 
Empire, H&L, 8pm

4/29 - Saturday
• Richard Kriehn w/ Mary Dushane & 

Nick Jordan, 318, 8pm
• Cliff Eberhardt, CJ, 8pm
• Alternate Route, BSC, 10am
• New Riverside Ramblers, EAG, 

7:30pm
• Pop Wagner, ICEH, 11am

4/30 - Sunday
• Bullypulpit Bluegrass Band, 

Augustana Lutheran Church, 604 
Armstrong Blvd N, St James, 507-469-
5463, 10am

5/1 - Monday
• Roe Family Singers, 331, 8pm
• Simple Gifts with Billy McLaughlin, 

Parkway Theater, 4814 Chicago Ave S, 
Mpls, 612-822-8080, 7pm



Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Twin Cities, MN

Permit 343

MINNESOTA BLUEGRASS & OLD-TIME MUSIC ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 16408
Mpls, MN 55416

TIME VALUE DATA

Grass Seeds - Winter Bluegrass Weekend 2023 - Photo by Doug Lohman


